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Winter Newsletter 2016 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED 

Do you have unloved IT equipment taking up space at home or work? Donate it 

to us and we will use it to transform children’s lives in Africa. 

We are passionate about sending out good quality, working equipment 

which is why  unfortunately we are unable to accept: 

 Broken equipment 

 White/discoloured computers and monitors  

 Computers  older than 6 years  

As part of our refurbishment process, we securely wipe all data using specialist  

approved software.  

50,000 COMPUTERS SENT TO AFRICA! 

We have reached another milestone; after 12 years of 

receiving donations of IT equipment from schools, 

businesses and the general public, we are delighted to 

announce that we have now sent over 50,000  fully 

refurbished computers and laptops to schools in Africa! 

We couldn’t have achieved this without the help of our 

many supporters, so on behalf of all of the team at ITSA, a 

very ,very big  

THANK YOU!   

“It is wonderful that a long-term dream has now been accomplished and I look forward to 

reaching our next target of 100,000 computers; always working towards the 

improvement of children's lives in Africa.”  

Michael Ratcliffe, Chair 

 If you are not sure please give us a call! 01242 228800 
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ITSA SHIPS TO CENTRAL AFRICA 

NEW ITSA FILM 

Computers to Cameroon! 

In November we saw our first consignment of computers and laptops off to 
a new programme in Cameroon.  This marks a new era for ITSA, as we look 
forward to developing the relationship with our new partners, Organization 
for Gender, Civic Engagement And Youth Development (OGCEYOD) who 
work closely with the British High Commission in Cameroon.  

OGCEYOD supports vulnerable groups in Cameroon particularly women and 
children, helping to provide sustainable educational initiatives to aid their 
development. 

With a population of over 20 million there is much need for computers, 
many of the schools have no IT facilities so it’s impossible for students to 
benefit from IT Education.  We hope this is the start of a successful 
programme so we can continue with our goal of transforming lives in Africa 
through e-Learning.  Watch this space!  

 

We wanted to show our supporters how our 
operations work in the UK and Africa, so we have 
created this short film clip which we hope 
explains it all! 

Made by a digital media student it’s another 
great example of IT Schools Africa offering great  
educational experiences to students worldwide. 

You can watch it  on the IT Schools Africa 
YouTube channel 

 

https://youtu.be/HfxbHOVN1pM


 3 

 

 We need a replacement forklift  as our current one is becoming old and unreliable. The forklift is essential to 

the everyday operation of the charity whether for off-loading deliveries, movement of stock between the 

warehouses and above all for shipment day. We have been actively fundraising and are almost there. We just 

need another £4,000 to reach our target . Can you help us in any way in this final push? Please donate on our 

Virgin Money giving page to help keep our UK operations on the move. Or by cheque to IT Schools Africa 

If you can’t help now but are interested in future fundraising we are always looking for supporters. For more 

ideas about how you can help, search for http://www.itschoolsafrica.org/fundraise.html 

PLEASE HELP THE FINAL PUSH FOR A NEW FORKLIFT! 

WONDERFUL WAYS TO REUSE YOUR OLD EQUIPMENT 
Our wonderfully creative ITSA team have been busy transforming broken electronics into household items!  

 

Inspired by our project earlier in the year with Product Design students from Stroud College  members of the 

ITSA team have been creating fun, quirky upcycled clocks, plant pots and more!  

 

Take a look at some of the amazing items they’ve made using old, broken equipment!  

https://youtu.be/HfxbHOVN1pM
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OUR PROJECTS IN AFRICA 

Puteya Secondary School IT Lab 

Puteya Secondary School is in a very rural part of Malawi and has 600 
students.  Many of the students travel 20kms a day on foot or bike to get 
to school.  The school had no IT facilities so the students could not learn 
about computers or sit their IT exams.  Thanks to funding from the Allan & 
Nesta Ferguson Trust we have installed a fully equipped computer lab for 
the school with 50 computers.  This will have a great impact on the school, 
with very limited facilities, it does not even have a room for assemblies 
with the children gathering under a tree.   

Health care in Sierra Leone 

The Princess Christian Maternity Hospital (PCMH) is the largest maternity hospital in Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
With one of the highest rates in the world for maternal deaths the hospital has to cope with thousands of 
women, many of them pregnant teenage girls, coming through the doors every year.  With severely limited 
resources the hospital often struggles to meet the demand for its services.  

Now ITSA has donated laptops which will help improve women's healthcare through postgraduate training, the 
students and doctors will now be able to access electronic textbooks and resource materials relating to women’s 
healthcare.  The donated laptops will support the hospital in becoming accredited as a teaching hospital which 
will train local doctors to become obstetricians and gynaecologists.    

IT Education in South Sudan 

Ibba Girls School in South Sudan, the world’s newest country, 
focuses on girls only because so many girls miss out on their 
education, or drop out around the age of 10.  The country has 
suffered enormously through the ongoing conflict and currently 
has a literacy rate of just 27%.   

To help ITSA have now donated 24 laptops to the school, which 
will give the girls a better IT Education and understand the 
benefits of IT in all areas of their life.  This will enable them to be 
better equipped and qualified to go on to higher education at 
university or college – or to further professional or vocational 
training.  

“And here we are!! We are rich. We have never 

seen such a beautiful computer lab as Puteya’s. 

Even in the universities you will never see a 

computer lab as this.”  

Mr Akimu D Konzekan, headteacher  
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GIVE AS YOU LIVE 
Signing up to Give as  you live is one of the easiest New Year resolutions you can make! 

Use Give as you Live to do your shopping online.  It is a simple, free way of raising funds to 

help IT Schools Africa to continue to transform lives.  Once you’re signed up, a percentage 

of every online  purchase is donated to ITSA and it doesn’t cost you a penny extra!  

Thanks to your astounding support and spending sprees you have managed to raise enough money to give 

IT training to 10 African teachers.  

Case study on volunteer - Ben 

Fed up with his job in banking Ben took the brave 
decision to change his life and follow his dream— to 
study IT. After completing a 12 week course at  
Gloscat Ben came to ITSA for more experience.  He 
says of his time here, “Learning  how to build up a 
computer, the ins and outs , has been invaluable to 
me. You need the foundation and  IT Schools Africa 
offers that.” In February 2017 Ben starts an Open 
University degree in IT. Good luck  on this exciting  
new chapter!  

ITSA relies on the support of our volunteers to be able to ship over 5,000 computers every year.  Our volunteers 

come from all walks of life, each bringing a unique set of skills.  This not only helps us with processing the 

computers it gives us an opportunity to help teach individuals as well as supporting them with valuable life skills, 

often giving them the confidence to either find work or improve their education.  

GET INVOLVED, VOLUNTEER WITH US!  

TOTAL RAISED SO 

FAR……… 

 

£611.88 

 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/itschoolsafrica
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/itschoolsafrica
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We look forward to the year ahead and  bringing you more 
positive news  about our work in 2017. 

 

Best wishes the IT Schools Africa team. 


