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Summer Newsletter 2017 

We still need IT equipment! 

We collect the  following  good quality, working equipment   

  Computers and laptops  

  Flat screen monitors, keyboards, mice, hard drives and RAM  

“IT Schools Africa provide as good a service as you need for 
secure IT disposal.  There is an added benefit with the equipment 
going to support the developing world.” 

Steve Holley, Head of ICT  Customer & Business Support,  

ITSA Africa Summit in Zambia Feb 2017  

In February ITSA Trustees Michael Ratcliffe and 
Paul Hazel went to Zambia to meet our three 
Programme Managers to hold its inaugural   
two day “Africa summit”. This was the first time 
that the Programme Managers had met together.  

It was an invaluable opportunity to share 
knowledge and exchange ideas for the future 
growth strategy of  IT Schools Africa and our 
sister charities.   

Please call us to ask — we are happy to help  01242 228800 

One computer donated gives 40 children in Africa access to better quality education.   

Please consider IT Schools Africa to reuse your working IT equipment and assist us with our mission to  
provide access to quality IT education to children in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. We securely wipe 
data using specialist  approved software and we are fully WEEE compliant.  

IT Schools Africa’s mission as an international charity operating across four countries to transform 
quality IT education could not be stronger. Michael and Paul then visited the country programmes 
on a fact finding mission that was very positive. 
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14th e-Learning lab completed   

St Joseph’s Center Community School  Zambia  

Bridging the digital divide  
We are proud to announce that we have completed our 14th e-Learning lab in Malawi. Many students 
will gain access to IT for the first time and this will have a huge impact on their learning experience and 
future career/life opportunities. Access to ICT is a key driver for the development of any society in 
today's world and will also help to empower the local communities. 

St Joseph’s Centre Community school caters for marginalised, vulnerable children in a low income 
area, Chilanga, outside Lusaka. Chilanga is under-provided for in terms of schools and even more  IT 
access. Before the donation the school had just 2 laptops which was inadequate for the number of 
students enrolled.  

Computers for Zambian Schools (CFZS), our Zambian programme, installed the lab and provides 
ongoing support and teacher training. CFZS has now completed two e-Learning labs and is hoping to 
do more such labs in the future.  

Chiradzulu Secondary School 45 kms from Blantyre, Malawi was the  grateful recipient of an          
e-Learning lab in March. Complete with 40 computers  the lab will enrich the 700 students     
learning, giving them access to a range of educational resources.  

The timing of the opening ceremony coincided with the ITSA Trustee visit and Michael and Paul 
were thrilled to see first hand the transformation of the IT facilities. Computers for Malawian 
Schools, our sister charity, continues to do excellent work  in delivering the projects and providing 
ongoing support.  
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Unveiling of the forklift truck! 

New partnership for CFZS in Zambia   

We are pleased to announce that CFZS, our sister charity in Zambia, has partnered with the Ministry of 
Education locally to offer local schools a “buy one get one free“ offer on refurbished computers. 
Working in conjunction with the Ministry,  

CFZS has initially selected 10 marginalised schools that have the greatest need of our support. We are 
hopeful this project will grow over the coming months, with the support of our donors and increase the 
access of quality IT education to disadvantaged schools in Zambia.   

Sir Henry Elwes KCVO was special guest at the unveiling  

 Following a year-long fundraising campaign, charity IT Schools Africa was delighted to hold a tea party 
to unveil its new forklift truck at its warehouse in Leckhampton.  

The forklift is a crucial piece of equipment for the smooth operation of the charity.  One of the 
volunteers commented: “With the new forklift the controls are much smoother – it’s lighter, faster, it is 
much easier to manoeuvre and is 50% more economical than our previous forklift.”   

Thank you to our funders for your generous donations; we are very grateful..  

https://youtu.be/HfxbHOVN1pM


 4 

 

Transforming lives 

Madalo Chunga is 18 and head girl at her school in 
Malawi. Her parents are small scale farmers and she is 
the youngest of seven children.  

She is the first child in her family to reach MSCE 
( GCSE equivalent ) level of education in ICT.   

Being able to access quality IT education via the new 
e-Learning lab at her school impacts her life 
enormously; she now has the opportunity to attain a 
place at university whilst her career and life prospects  
have been transformed.  

 

“Nowadays, for many jobs you need to use 

computers. 

This can help me to go to University, because I 

want to be a doctor. In the office of a doctor, there 

are many computers required and it will help me 

to use them because I need to know it in my 

School.” 

Memory, Malawian student 

“I am so excited to use a computer as I am 18 

years old and have never used one before.  

Computers are like teachers and I am going to 

work hard to go into a modern world ” 

Yolanda, Zimbabwean student 

Meeting the students 
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Computers sent to Africa 

Thanks to all our computer donors for your continued support. Since the beginning of 2017 we have 
already been able to send over  2,000 computers and laptops to Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Very 
special thanks must go to our fantastic volunteers who work so tirelessly to support ITSA in all 
weathers!  

Seven employees from HIS Markit in Tetbury 
assisted ITSA in June.  “I’m glad IT Schools Africa  
were able to benefit from our help. It certainly starts 
to put it into perspective how much work you have to 
do just gathering the equipment before it even goes 
through the process of being upgraded “  

Please contact us if you would like to partner with IT 
Schools Africa to give your employees time off to 
help the community. 

Huge thanks to our employee volunteers for giving up their valuable time. Volunteer Time Off  (VTO) is 
a growing trend amongst businesses committed to Corporate Social Responsibility.   

Employee volunteering   
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Tel: 01242 228800 Email: contact@itschoolsafrica.org 

UK registered charity no. 1146157 Patron Jonathan Dimbleby 
IT Schools Africa. Unit 8. Mead Road Ind. Est. Cheltenham. GL53 7EF 

We look forward to bringing you more positive news. 

Best wishes from the IT Schools Africa team.  

We would like to acknowledge with grateful thanks all of our  

fantastic donors for supporting IT Schools Africa in 2017. It is only through your 

commitment to our work that we can continue to offer brighter futures to African 

school children. 

An international charity, operating across 4 countries, 

with a vision to transforming lives through access to e-Learning. 

Acknowledgements  


