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Summer Newsletter 2016 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED 
Do you have unloved IT equipment taking up space at home or work? 
Donate it to us and we will use it to transform children’s lives in Africa. 

We are currently in urgent need of working: 
flat screen monitors, computers, mice, keyboards, and laptops.  

As part of our refurbishment process, we securely wipe all data using 
CESG approved software. We ask that computers and laptops are no 
older than 6 years, to ensure they will have a long life once refurbished 
and shipped to Africa.   

TWO NEW E-LEARNING 
CENTRES FOR MALAWI 

It’s fantastic news for our Malawi programme, Computers 
for Malawian Schools (CFMS), as another two schools 
receive fully equipped  e-Learning centres.  

Sabina Kulasinghe, programme manager in Malawi, 
worked extremely hard to ensure the IT labs were 
constructed to a high quality. CFMS have provided a safe 
environment for learning and teaching to take place at 
both secondary schools.  

It is with great thanks to Fondation Eagle, who kindly 
funded both IT classrooms in Malawi, that the students will 
have the chance to gain a better education, not just in IT 
but across all subjects.  
 
ITSA had the chance to be part of the opening of the new 
IT labs via a Skype call. Here is what the Head Teacher 
from Mulanje Secondary School had to say:  
 “Before, one computer had to be used by four students. Now it is good news, 

during lessons every learner will be allocated a computer. This has never 
happened in the history of the school.”  

For both schools, this now means that more students will have the opportunity to take IT lessons and 
gain a recognised qualification in the subject. We will keep you updated on how the students get 
along with their new e-Learning centre! 
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THANK YOU AND 
GOODBYE 

CREATIVE REUSE AT ITS BEST 

I can’t quite believe a year has passed already!  
Back in June 2015 I began my 12-month 
placement with ITSA taking on the role of 
Marketing & Communications Coordinator.  I 
have learned so much during my time at ITSA, 
not just in marketing, but about what it is like 
working for a charity and the challenges that 
come with that. Joining a team who have a 
genuine passion for what they do, and feeling 
like you have made a difference at the end of 
the day make those Monday mornings a little 
easier!  

I want to say a huge thank you to all the team 
at ITSA for welcoming me and for making the 
past year so enjoyable.  

Four Product Design students at SGS College have been 
busy working on an exciting project for IT Schools Africa. 
Max, Ollie, Lizzie and Josh (photographed bottom right) 
came to visit ITSA to discuss how we could work together 
on a project that utilised their remarkable skills while at the 
same time capturing what IT Schools Africa is all about.   

Inspired from creative reuse ideas researched online, we 
asked the students if they would be able to create us our 
own unique map of Africa, utilising old computer 
components.   

To say we are pleased with what the students have 
created for us would be an understatement. We cannot 
say thank you enough - it is very clear that a lot of hard 
work and effort went into creating the maps. They now 
take pride of place in our office and have become quite a 
talking point amongst staff, volunteers and visitors of ITSA. 

 

“I really enjoyed working together as a team on this 
project and overcoming different challenges that 

came up. We really wanted to make something that 
looked good and met the brief”  

- Lizzie, SGS Product Design Student  

GOOD LUCK 
 SHEILA 

ITSA’s Fundraising Manager, Sheila Pullin has 
signed up to this year’s Cheltenham Challenge 
on Sunday 19th June 2016. She will be taking 
on the half marathon, raising funds for IT 
Schools Africa’s UK warehouse project.   

This will be Sheila’s first half marathon and we 
will be there to cheer her on for the 13.1 miles. 
You can show your support and help Sheila 
reach her fundraising target by donating 
online at:  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SheilaPullin  
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ITSA VOLUNTEERS 
ITSA relies on the support of our volunteers to be able to ship over 5,000 computers every year.  Our 
volunteers come from all walks of life, each brining a unique set of skills. We wanted to take this 
opportunity to highlight three volunteers who have spent time at ITSA over the past 6 months.  

Felix spent a week in February on work experience from 
Belmont School, a local school that provides an 
excellent learning environment for students with 
different types of difficulties.  

Felix spent his week’s work experience with our 
warehouse manager Rob who had this to say: 

“Felix is a very polite and likeable person. He performs all 
tasks well and listens to instructions given. It has been a 
pleasure having him work with us.”  

Thank you Felix for your hard work during your time with 
us.  

Felix  

Ash started volunteering with ITSA back in March 2015 
and it was clear from day one that IT was his forte. It has 
been heartening to see Ash grow in confidence in the 15 
months that he has been with the charity. We spoke with 
him to find out how he has found his experience so far:  

“I am now more confident and I am getting used to a 
proper work environment. I think my experience with 
ITSA will be helpful in my future, especially if I am 
offered a job in IT.  The staff are very friendly and good 
with people like me, with disabilities.”  

 

Ash 

Alistair began volunteering with ITSA in 2007, helping out in 
the IT workshop. After five years of volunteering, he took a 
break but recently came back to work on a new project. 
Alistair has been focusing on fixing flat screens. We spoke 
to him to find out more about the work he is doing at ITSA:  

“I mostly fix ‘dead’ monitors - it is fairly easy, a lot of the time 
all you have to do change the capacitor. I don’t like to see 
things being thrown away when they still have use in them.”  

Thank you Alistair for your hard work and for bringing so 
many flat screens back to life for us to send to Africa! 

Alistair 
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IT EDUCATION ZIMBABWE 
Earlier this year, IT Schools Africa opened a new programme in 
Zimbabwe, IT Education Zimbabwe (ITEZ).  

Over the past few years the difficulties that Zimbabwe has been 
faced with have made it challenging for our programme to operate. 
Because of this, ITSA were left in a troublesome position where 
sadly, the charity was unable to send shipments for a period of 
time.  

Thankfully since then, some of the issues that made it difficult have 
eased and late in 2015, for the first time since 2012, ITSA were able 
to send a 20ft container of refurbished IT equipment. This was a 
great triumph for both ITSA and ITEZ, and we are hopeful that the 
new project will go from strength to strength.   

ITEZ’s newly appointed programme manager, Malini Patel, has been hard at work over the past few 
months registering the programme and spreading the word amongst local schools. As the new 
school term begins, we are hopeful that the programme will see a lot of interest from schools across 
Zimbabwe who recognise the importance of teaching IT.  

Our programme in Zambia (CFZS) continues to do well, having 
supplied over 500 schools in the country with computers. This 
year ITSA sent over 3,000 computers to Zambia, making it the 
largest receiver of equipment out of our three programmes.  

 
“Over 500 schools are now able to sit their ICT exams 
because CFZS have supplied them with the needed 
equipment. It is not just the schools that benefit, some of our 
former employees have left to set up their own successful 
businesses as well.”                       

Boni Chipembere, Programme Manager CFZS  

COMPUTERS FOR ZAMBIAN SCHOOLS 
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GIVE AS YOU LIVE 

ROTARY COLLECTION 
For many years now the Rotary club has been actively 
supporting ITSA, through collections, talks and 
representing the charity at events. This year the Rotary 
clubs of Severn Vale and Cheltenham Sunrise took to 
local Tesco supermarkets to collect unused IT 
equipment from local communities.  
 
Despite the April morning snow, the Rotarians 
remained in good spirit, speaking with local people 
about IT Schools Africa. We received over 100 pieces 
of IT equipment, some of which will have gone out on 
our recent shipment to Zambia, which should arrive 
mid July.  
 
If you are a Rotarian yourself or know a club that may 
like to get involved in any future collections or events, 
get in touch we would be delighted to hear from you.   

£44.10 was raised 
by booking 
flights with 
Singapore 

Airlines.  

Give as you Live is a simple, free way of raising funds to help IT Schools Africa to 
continue to transform lives.  Once you’re signed up, a percentage of every online  
purchase is donated to ITSA and it doesn’t cost you a penny extra! 

Don’t just take our word for it, have a look for yourself. Here is how much some 
of our supporters have raised just by shopping online: 

 

TOTAL RAISED SO FAR… £509.13 

£8.00 was raised 
by switching 

energy suppliers 
with uSwitch. £5.00 was 

raised by 
signing up to 
a free trial of 

NOW TV. 

Thanks to your astounding support and spending sprees you have managed to raise enough money 
to give IT training to 10 African teachers.  

£4.46 was 
raised by an 

online shop at 
Hobbycraft. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We would like to acknowledge with grateful thanks all of our  

fantastic donors for supporting IT Schools Africa in 2017. It is only through your 

commitment to our work that we can continue to offer brighter futures to African 

school children. 

Tel: 01242 228800 Email: contact@itschoolsafrica.org 
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